
Delhi Super Gr1>up

Alwar formatioD.-Alwar series of the Delhi Super Group are represent-
ed by massive qU'lrtzite and sr:histose quartzite with subordinate bands of
pelitic schists.

Quartzite.- TW0 p:lralle1 quartzite ridges are seen in the southern part of
the district, the Baskhurd ridge and the Khodana-Main K.hurd ridge.
These ridges trend in N-S to NNE-SSW direction with steep westerly dips.
The qUlrtzite of these ridges display sedimentary features like cross bedding,
ripple muks and mudcracks indicating shallow water deposition. Small
occurrences of ferrugenous, calcareous and schistose quartzite within the
massive qU'lrtzite are seen around Khodana. Along the joint planes in
quartzite, tourmaline is also observed around Khodana.

Pelitic schists.-Q'urtz-sericite-muscovite schist, quartzbiotite schist and
fibrolite-andalusite schist constitute the pelitic group of rocks occurring
in the area. Good expJsures occur to the north, west and south of Khodana,
west of Gldhi and south of Naurangabad, etc. The rocks are interbeddedwith
quartzite and occupy the small valley pJrtion formed due to differential weather-
ing. The schists are brown to green in colour with phyllitic look. Most of
these are carbon'lceous. South of Khodana, porphyroblasts of andalusite are
present in the qU'lrtzbiotite schist and quartz-sericite schist.

A highly ferruginous chiastolite schist is exposed in the eastern part of
Tosham hill about 22 kilo metres north· west of Bhiwani. The rocks trend in
NNE-SSW direction with steep dips. The central and the western side of the
ridge is compJsed of felsite and microquartz porphyry.

Ajabgarh formatioD.-It is represented by massive quartzites with inter-
bedded phyllites and slates. The exposures are located south of Kaliana and
form the hills at Kaliana, Kalali and Balab.

Flexible 'sandstone occurrence is reported at the1,470 feet (448 metres)
ridge near Kaliana. The band is about one metre thick and is covered by
debris. Flexibility is best seen in thin sections, fresh thick sections are
malleable.

At the Mankawas ridge, the Ajabgarh are overlying the Alwar quart-
zites with a faulted contact.

Intrusives

Granite.-Granite exposures occur on the south; West and south-west
of Tosham hill. This has resemblance With rocks of Malani suite.lt is



coarse grained and rich in tournl1line and muscovite. At places black mica
is also seen in place of 11l).lscovite. In t~1e.northern ,p:>rtion of Tosham hill,
granite veins range from a few centimetres to a few metres in thickness.

In Khanak hill, located 5 km north-west of Tosham hill, porphyritic
granite is expJsed. Grey coloured fine grained granite porphyry with -large
p~enocrysts of qUlrtz, felsJ;Hr a~d dark mica m a micro-crystall ine ground-
mlSSis seen. Medium to coarse grained porphyritic granite is also exposed at
D~osar about 4 kilometres west of Bhiwani.

Amphibolite.~Am:;: )hiboliie rock' occurring as sill s or dykes °is present
in the n'Jrth-w~stern part of Khodana. It i" dark grey in colour and consists
of smlll needles of hornblende, small amount of felspars and quartz. Because
of alternltion of qUlr1z felspars with amphiboles, the rock at places ~.ttains°a
gneissic appearance.

Quartz veins, pegmatite and porjhyry.-Small bodies of pegmatite occur
around' Kho:lan:1. The p~gmatites consist of quartz, felspar, white mica
and tourmaline. The maximum length of the mica "flake is about 2.5 cms.
Numerous sm1ll quartz veins occur thdughout the area. The porphyry is
exp:>sed in the northern and eastern face of the Tosl,:am hill . It consists of
phenocrysts of felsplrs and a lihle quartz embedded in a dark fine grained
groundmass. Felsp:Hs include both orthoclase and plagIoclase and some of
them show rap:lkivi texture too. The phenocrysts have very sharp outlines.

The central mass of Tosham hill is mainly composed of rhyolite con-
taining microp~lenocrysts of quartz in a ground mass of felspar, quartz, iron
ore and some ferroinagnesian minerals with evident flowage structures at.
places. The entire rhyolitic' complex st-arids'out as a pillar in 'the rhatasedi:','
ments Ddhi Sup~r Group alonga volcanic pipe. Four distinct' flows'of'
rhyalite seplrated by thin. as beds r~nging in thickness betweenO.3 and 0.5 m
are quite compicuous. T1:).eash ,beds are predominantly horizontal with:,
gentle dips towards the centre ~f the hilL

Recent and Subrecent

A m1jor part of the distt'ict is covered by alluvium and blown sand."
The sand.dunes are ofperm1nent as well as active type. Permanent dunes are
at places under cultivation because sand is fine grained compact and almost
altered to or mixedwith s~il_of a greyish brown colour. The active. dunes are'
the sand mounds which are ,form~d, .blown off and, aga.in.fotmed at adifferent



~la~e., ·Thes.e,hav~.:rip;:>le·,m:tr~e~ sl,l:rfac~~:beca~e of wind·· a9tion ~nd are
1lllStable.and unfit for C'.ultivation.·, .., ", .

-'wl..... .•. _. - _. --' -_ ..•. - ••- - - .

:MfnerilI . OccurreD~es. . ' '.' - .. ...' . .

Iron ore.-In KiFana hill at places lens'esoriron are, mainly magnetite,
occur in black quartzite. At a number of places in the area heaps of slags,
presumably of iron, are seen suggesting some type of iron smelting a~tivity in
the past. .. . . -' . .

. . .. ..Copper.-- Malachite, azurite ~.tains: al1d ·specks of chalcopyrite.are
·.noticed i~. qU?Lrtziteand mica schist· near .~houana.An old vertical shaft,
three m~tresin diam~tre, exists ju-st norln:-\yest· of Khod::tl1-a.. Mil1-eralisation
·is feeble an'1 seems to be at the contact of qu:ntzite a;nd schist. . Recently the
mineralis~tion of.copp~r has been re~()rted from- Tosham h\ll. It is in the
form of intense stainings of secondary minerals of copp~r in fMlachite, azurite
and chrysocolla. Prinnry sulphide, viz. chalcopyrite,' pyrite, pyrrholite and
galena are present as disseminations, stingers and.cavity fillings.

Mica.-Small flakes of mica 2.5 cm to 3 cm in length are found in
pegmatites around Khodana.

Pyrite.-Pyrite dissemination IS notIced all 'over the area in quartzite
and mica schist around Khodana. ~

Building m'lterial.- Quartizites occurring in the area serve as road
~etal and building construction material. Several stone crushers are work-
ing in Adalpur, Khodana and Kaliana.

Glass sand.-Quartizites occurring near west of Atela are friable in
nature and can be used for manufacture of window glass and bottle glass.
Samples from here analysed Si 0295.4 % and Fe 203 x 0.36% .

Kankar.-The term has been used for travertine or tufawhich is met
'with at various places, generally at a depth of one metre below the soil cover.
It is greyish white, hard and fragmentary in nature .. Its basal part is,however,
soft and silicious. The thickness ofkankar varies from a few cm to 1.5 m and
pccurs in the form of small pockets. It (;ontains rich fauna of gasteropod
shells which attributes its deposition in lakes and ponds in which fresh water
.organism have thrived.·

Saltpetre.-Seasonal encrustation of this mineral is o.bserved in the
vicinity of brooks and ponds at ~arioi.£spi~ces.,:· It 'is -presumed thatth,e neigh-
bouring rhyolitic hills might be the source of contribution of ~otash wh~ch
J~!lg§to the. formation of salt, .. ..... - .
..J~" ..•.. . .•... ~ - - .



Flexible sandstone.-It occur~ at the 1,470 ridge near Kaliana. The band
is about 2 to 3ft (0.61 to 0.91 m) thick and is reported to extend for a distance
of 15 ft. (4.6 m). Another occurrence has been reported from southern tip of
the 1,260 ridge but its flexibility is not so well marked~

The Bhiwani district, in the arid zone, comprises xerophyte type offlora.
Soils in the district are predominantly sandy with stray occurence of loamy
sand and loam. They are devoid of humus and are prone to shifting by strong
winds. High to medium sand-dunes are common features. The water-table
is abnormally low. The land is cultivated and very little natural forest has been
left intact for preservation of flora. Only 1.6 per cent of the total area of
the district is under forests which is very low as compared to 20 percent
area prescribed in forest policy. This includes private areas, closed under
section 38 of the Indian Forest Act, 1927 and sections 4 and 5 of the Punjab
Land Preservation Act, 1900.

According to a recent classification, the forests of this district
fall under the description desert thorn (6 BjC. I Type). Flora is
scanty and splrse. Tree species found in forests, cultivated fields,

\.

waste lands and habitations areJand (Prosopis cineraria), Rahera (Te-
comella undulata), Khairi (Acacia senegal) Beri (Zizyphus Maritiana), Reru
(Acacia, leucophlaea), Jal or Van (Salvadora oleoides), Mallah (Zizyphus num-
mularia), Barh (Ficus bengalensis), Peepal (Ficus· religiousa), Mesquite or
Pahari Kikar (Prosopis julijlora), Kachnar (Bauhinia racemosa), Amaltas (Cas-
sia fistula) Poplar (Populus nigra), Lasura (Cordia dichotoma), Imli (Tama-
rindus indica) and Barna (Crataeva religiosa). Shisham (Dalbergia sissoo), Kikar
(Acacia nilotica),Israilikikar (Acacia tortilis), Siris (Albizia lebbeck), Neem(Aza-
dirachta indica), Bakain (Melia azedarch), Gulmohar, (Delonix regia) and
Parkinsonia aculeata are being artificially planted along rail, road and canal
strips and in other private areas. Eucalyptus is planted in agricultural fields
under the farm forestry scheme.

Shrubs found areHins (Capparis sepiaria), Carissaspinarum, Puthkanda
(Achyranthes aspera), Bansa (Adhatoda vasica), Panwar (Cassia tora and Cassia
occidentalis) Babool (Acaciajacquemontii) Mallah (Ziziphus nummularia), Karir
(Capparis decidua), Phog (Calligonum polygonoides), Khip (Leptadenia pyro-
technica), Ak (Calotropis procera) and Amarbel (Cuscuta rejlexa)which is a com-
mon climber.
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and alkaline soils of the Bawani Khera tahsil,Nesquite (Prosopis juliflora)is
Bacomnio~ along~iih Farash (Tamarix aphylla), Neem (Azadirachta indica)-and
~icj'al(Salvadora oleoides). In -m:lst localities and irrigated areas are found

Shisham (Dalbergia sissoo)and Tut (MoTUsalba). In sandy areasJand (Proso-
,is cineraria), Rahera (Tecomella undulata) and Babool (Acacia jacquemontii)

:o~tre quite common. Sarkanda (Saccharum munja), Khip (Leptadenia pyrotech-

H
n'lica) and Phog (Calligonum polygonoides)are frequent in sandy localities.-
( -

C~ Medicinal herbs found in the district areBansa (Adhatoda vasiclZ), In-
dirain (Citrullus colocynthis), Asgandha (Withania somnifera), Glo (Tinospora

({ordifolia), Kharnthi (Sida acuta), Ak (Calotropis procera), Bhakra (Tribulus
terrestris) and Dhatura (Datura stromonium). Their collection becomes un~
ecnomical because these are available in scattered form.

In village waste lands and uncultivated fields, tree species are scattered
and are of little commercial value. With the increase of irrigation, and due
to land hunger, such lands are being broken for cultivation. Grazing is very
heavy in these areas and they are in the last stage of retrogression. Such lands

~may be utilised for raising fodder grasses likeAnjan (Cenchrus ciliaris), Dhaman
'(Cenchrus setigerus),etc.
c
a The forest areas are confined along the strips of rail, rgad, canal and
hains. Of the compact areas, some are protected forests under State Govern-
ment, while others are private forests managed by the Forest Department.

rv
E Biological barriers in the form of trees and shurbs playa vital role in
eim-erent operations of desert control. They are the cheapest method of re-
J!lCing wind velocity and to control the movement of sand. Desert control
:an be achieved plrtially by conserving the existing vegetation and at the
ame time by undertaking large-scale afforestation works. Soil erosion by

~igh velocity winds is checked by raising biological barriers accross the wind
fUrection in the forin of wind breaks and shelter belts. Such works are done
iUong canals, roads, railway lines and drains.! Species planted include
%kar (Acacia nilotica), Shisham (Dalbergiasissoo), Parkinsonia (Parkinsonia
&"tuleata),Neem (Azadirachta indica), Bakain (Melia azedarch), Eucalyptus, .rand
[Prosopis cineraria), Siris (Albizia lebbeck), Gulmohar (Delonix regia), Farash
'Tamarix aphylla), Khairi (Acacia senegal), Caster,and Kana (Saccharum
~I1iUnja).

, .1.:. _}t .!~ !~e~90tsys.temof shrubs and trees planted which plays a significant role in
lolding together loose soil or sand. Such plants serve as biological barriers even jf the canals,
tt>aa~;'r~mva§:line~' im~hiraiI\~ !ilo~g whi~h they ;taI\d, may not n~essarily lietPewendicular
to the wind direction. . , - • . , -- - .
. :.



. Afforestation 'Yorks are dpne for fjiC~ti0!1of sand-d~ne~ alld.2J:e!,ery~
tion of p1oist~re in thesoiis in lj.v~}la.b:.le'~rea:s, whic}) are. alreaA(wit~ !h
Forest Department. In farm forestryscheine, plants are raised on the pedpJ:~~r
of fields of the farmers to create breaks so that th'e crops are protected fjor
desiccating winds. By DeceIVber1974, afforestation works h~d p~en aC,hieve
only in small areas and they hwe demonstraJive, vaiue for farmers. In fac
the only practical effective and che3:~method ~f solving the probJemcircles.e]
control is growing of trees'and shrubs on a large scale to provide blanket pre
tection against high velocity windS1.

The imp;lrtant grasses fQuad in the district areAnjan (Cenchrus ciliari~)

Dhaman (Cenchrus setigerus), Dub (CYflodondac.ty.!on), K,ana (Sacc~arum mllnja~
and Dabh (Desmostqchya bipinnata).. Anjan, Dhqman and Dub ,are palataQI

fodder grasses which are dwindling on account of uncontrolled grazirlg:
In Kairu closure,Anjan and Dhaman are being raised artificia:lly over an area~j
70 hectares by the Forest Department to augment fodder resources.'The
grasses in waste lands are poor in quality or are grossly inadequate'fot
requirements.

There is a general scarcity of naturally availab e water in the district;
wild animals common to semi-arid tracts only are found.

The prim'ltes, the highest group of animals are represented byMac?Ict
mulata (Zimmermann), the Rhesus Macaque or ~ander and preshytis entelly~
(Dufresne), the Common Langur.

Panthera tigris (Liqnaeus), the Tiger andPanthera Pardus (imacus), tbt
Leoplrd once abundant in the district are not seen now. .

Other carnivorous animals occationally met in areFelis chaus GuIder{ :
staedt, the Jungle Cat;Vivericula indica (Desmarest), the Small Indian Civet;
Herpestes edwardsi (Gepffrey), the Common Mongoose; Genis auriw
Linnaeus, Gidhar andVulpes benghalensis(shaw), the Indian Fox; Hyaena

hyaena (Linnaeus), the Stripped Hyaena andCanis Lupus Linnaeus, Bheriya

Only one species of Shews, viz. S.uncus rnurinl!s(!,-inn)and two speci~s01

. ,

1. For more details aQo1,ltt4e f9re~ts'and desertc:OIl'tror m@a~ures! ~~ C;h,a?tc{Q.~
;',Agriculture and Irrigation," : ,'- :,.. ~\----' '.' --.; ... - ..



ats Scotophilus heathi(llorsfield), the Common Yellow Bat andHesperoptenus

~ickel/i (Blyth), the Tickell's Bat are sometimes observed.

The Five Stripped Palm Squirrel, or GilheriFunumbulus pennatiWrongh-
,on, the Indian Porcupine or sahi,Hystrix indica kerr; the Indiangerbille Tatera

'ndica (Hardwicke) ; the Common House Rat, Rattusrattus (Linnaeus) ; the
House Mouse,Mus musculus Linnaeus and the Indian HareLepus nigricol/is

Cuvier comprise the rodents fauna though not very commonly seen.

Chinkara, Gazella gazella (Pallas) and Blackbuck,Antelope cervicapra
(Linn.) have also been seen in the district in limited numbers.

The Blue Bull or Nilgai, Boselaphus tragocamelus(Pallas), once very
common,_ is still found all oYer the district.

In the past the following water birds were seen: Spotbill Duck,
Ahas poecilorhyncha Forester and Dabchick, Podiceps ruficollis capensis.

Wherever there are sizeable tanks and other stretches of water, these birds
can still be seen along with king fishers and waders like sand pipers stints, stills
and the like.

Besides, birds like Eastern LargeEgret Egretta alba modesta(J.E. gray),
Median Egret Egretta intermedia intermedia (Wagler) and Little Egret
Egretta garzetta garzetta (Linnaeus) are found in land water marshes,jheels,
etc. C:lttIe Egret, Bubulcus ibiscc>romlndus (Boddaert) can be seen moving along
with grazing cattle.

In addition to the water birds, other game birds like Partridge
and Quail are also COmffi)n in the district. Indian Black Partridge,Francolinus

francolinus asiae Bo~aparte and Gray Partridge,Francolinus Pondicerianus
interpositus Hartert are comffi')n. Blackbreasted or Rain Quail, Coturnix
coroniandelica (Gm~lin) ; Jungle"Bush Quail, Perdicula asiatica punjabWhistler
and Roack Bush Quail,Perdicula argoondah (Sykes) are resident species.

Coming to Pigeons and Doves, Bengal Green Pigeons, Treron phoenicop-
tera (Latham) are found in the vicinity of villages, chiefly on ficus trees. Blue
Rock Pigeons,columba livia Gm~lin are found in almost all the villages.
Western Turtle Dove,Streptopelia Orientalis meena (Sykes) ; Indian Ring Dove,
Streptopelia docaoctO- decaocto (Frivaldzky) and Indian spotted Dove,Strep-

topelia Chinensis suratensis(Gm~lin) are generally found in cultivated fields.

Sandgrouses, namely Indian SandgrouseBterocles exustus or/angerl



(N ~u:Ulnn) and. ~lackbellied Sandgrouse, J'terocres oriental~s,orie(ltalis. orf!rlltalis ,
.. ". _ • •• _ , j' \ \" ; \,\ I r'. •.

(Unuleus) are resident birds while Large Pintail Sind;gr<?use;Pterocle's alchata,
(Gmelin) and Sp.:>ttedSandgrouse, Pte-rocIes sonegallus (Linnaeus) visit the
di~trict in ,winter. Flocks, L3.rge and small, regularly y~sit ,some favourite
waterholes.

The ll'ltional bird oflridia, the Common Peafowl,PaVo 'Cristatus L{ nmieU:s;
is quite common and is seen in orchards, fields and' ga'rdens.' '

The other: common birds which can be seen in the district are ;Large
Ill'jian Parakeet, Psittacula eupatria (Linnaeus) ; Reseringed Parakeet; Psittac,ula ,

kram~ri b~rcalis (Neumann); Indian House Sparrow, Passer domesticus
indicus Jardine and Ddby, Blu~ che~ked Bee-eater, Merops-supercillio sus

(Linnleus) ; Blue Jay" Coracia benghalense benghalense (Linnaeus) .;
Coppersmith, Megalaima haemacephala indica (Latham); Indian
Golden Oricle, Oriolus oriolus kundoo Sykes ; Pied Crested Cuckoo,
clamater jacobinu~ serratus (sparman); Koel, Eudynamys scolopacea
scolopacea (Linnaeus) ; common Crow-Pheasant, Centropus ~inensis sinensis,

(stepJ.ens) ; Redvented Bulbul, Pycnonotus Cafer (Linnaeus) ; White-eared Bul-
bul, Phcnonotus Leucogenys (Gray) ; Verditer Flycatcher, Muscicapa thalassina
thalassina Swainso'n ; Indian Magpie Robin, Copsychus s~ecicus svecicus

(Linnaeus) ; Indian Purple Sunbird, Nectarinia asiaticJ asiatica (Latham) ; Red
Mu~ia, Estrilda amendava amendava (Linnaeus) ; Indian Spotted Munia Lonch-
ura. punctulata punctulata (Linnaeus) ; Crested Bunting, Melophus lathani{

(Oray); etc.

Besides, such attractive birds as Hoopoe, upupa epopsLinnaeus ; Indian I

Whit~-Eye, Zozterops palpebrosa Palpebrosa (Tamminck)are al~o seen in
alld around villages.

Birds of Economic Importance

Scavengers like Pariah Kite, Milvus migrans (Boddaert); Brahminy Kite, l'

Haliastur indu~ indus (Boddaert); Whitebacked Vulture, Gyps Bengalensis
(Gmelin); Tawny Eagle, AquilarapaxVindhiana (Franklin); Indian I~

Jq~gle Crow Corvus maerorhynches culminatus Sykes; Indian House IQ

CFow, Corvus splendens sp/endens Viellot, etc., keep the' district 'cleared \ Ii

o~ dead animals by feeding on~them .. The Indi&n,Scav.enger.vulture". :>1
Neophron percnopterus , gingi(lia,!us (Latham), in ,addition, consume.s.a,
la(ge quantity of huma~ .. excreta", Predat~rs like' mackwlnge<l '.Kite;._

01\
Elanus Caeruleus Vocifer;us (Latham),; Indian. Shikra;. 'A.ecipit~r.;:: ~b{J,dius::\

dussumieri (Tamminck); Laggar Falcon, Fa/co biarmicus , (Tammjnck);



Kestrel Falco tinnunculus (Linnaeus) are residential birds of the district. .Others
., t "

like Pale Harrier,' Circus macrourus (Gmelin); Marsh Harrier, Circus aeru-

gineous aerug!nesus (Linnaeus); Eastern Steppe Eagle, Aquila nipalensis nipa-

lensis (Hodgson), etc., visit the district in winter. These along with Spotted
Owlet Athene brama (Tamminck); Eagle Owl, Bubo bubo (Linn.) keep a
check on tbe population of n,ot only rodent pests but also various insect pests
by consuming them.

The majority of birds found in the district feed on-insects a?-4 catter-
pillars injurious to agriculture. Swifts such as Indian House Swift, Apus
affinis affinis (J.E. gray); Indian Palm Swift, Cypsiurus iarvus batasiensis (G.E.
gray); swallows like Westorn Sballow, Hirundo rus.tica rustica Lin-
naeus and In1ian wiretailed Swallow, Hirundo smithi fili fera Stephens; cons-
ume. insects as their staple diet. Shrikers or ."Butcher-Birds" as they are." .... .. .
pop.uhrly c.alle~ iQ.clll dein their diet a considerable quantity of .insects.. Some"
other insect eating bir<;lsare King Crow, Dicrurus adsif!lilis albirictus (Hod-·
gs~nj;' Brahminy( Myna, Sturnus pagodarum (Gmelin); Indian Pied Myna
StUrJ1UScontae. Contra (Linnaeus); Bank Myna, Acridotheres ginginianus
(L~tham); B:ibblers, Warblers and Fly-catchers . (Muscicapidae). Larks
(Alaulidae) and Wagtails (Motacillid ae) .feed Qn worms in additiol1 to insects.
Rosy Pastor and Common Indian Starling? both winter visitors may specially
be menti'Jned for their role in destroying numerous insects including grass-
hopp~rs on a large scide and thus help in prot.ecting crops.

Reptiles

TIie c~nimon poisonous snakes found in the district are :

L Bunga"us caeruleus (Schneider)
Com~on Indian krait

3. Vipera/usselli(shaw R:usseets viper),,· "'. ~,:.; .
, '.' . .



6. Python molurus(Linn.) Indian python

7. Eryx johni johni (Russell) John's sand Bva Boa

8. Lycodon striatus (shaw) Welf Snake

9. ptyas mucosus(Linn.) Rat Snake

All the lizards found in the district are non-poisonous.Hemidactylus
flaviviridis Ruppdl and Jlemidactylus brooki Gray are very common. The
first is a comm:>n sight in and outside the residential quarters on the waIIs.
H. brooki is m:>stlyfound under stones. Calotes versicolor Daudin is mostly
found in gardens and on trees. This is commonly known as blood sucker.
The n'1m~ is erroneous as it has nothing to do with blood sucking. Probably
the n'1me is given as during the breeding season the m'1le assumes a brilliant
crimson. Uromastix hardwicki(Gray) or sanda is fou!ld in~he sandy areas.
Ill ' bushes and under the dried leavesMabuya macularia (Dum and Bibr.),
Ophiomorus tridactylus -are found. Yaranus monitor Linn. is the largest
lizz'1Tdfound in the district and is useful as it eats rodents.

Two species of tortoises found are:Geeclenys hamilton(Gray) and
Kuchuga dhongoka(Gray).

The following four species of frogs are commonly sighted during the
rains in and aro.und water ponds. All these feed mainly on insects.



, As water is scarce, so are fish. However, the common commercially
imllortant ,fish of the district are the carpsCatla catla (Hamilton) (Katla),
cirrhinus mrigals (Hamilton) (Mrigal), Labeo bata (Hamilton) (Bata),Labeo
rohita (Hamilton) (Rahu); the cat-fishesclarias batrachus(Linnaeus) (Magur),
Mystus seenghala(Sykes) (Singhara), Wallago attu (Blooh & Schneider) (Mal-
lee), Ompok bimaculatus(Bloch) (Ghally); the murrelsChanna striatus(Bloch)
(Curd), Channa punctatus(Bloch) (Dolla); and the featherbackNototopterus
notopterus (pallas) (Parri). Other common species areDanio devario(Hamil-
ton) (Parranda), Esomus danricus(Hamilton) (Chilwa)Puntius sophoreHamil-
tqn (Ticher), Rashbora daniconius(Hamilto'n) (Chindola), Salmostoma bacaila
(Hamilton) (Chilwa), Heteropneustes fossilis(Bloch) (Sangi) (Mystus bleekeri
(Day) (Kangir), Mystljs vittatus (Bloch) (Kangir) and Mastacembelus arma-
Ius (Lacepide) (Barn).!

'The district, bordering on the Rajasthan desert in the north-east and
lying far inland, is fiat country with elevation around 250 m.a.s. These fea-
J:\}.reshave profoundly influenced the climate which is very hot in summer,
from April to June, and cold in a fairly long winter period lasting from Novem-
ber to March. It is also characterised by dryness, except during the mon-

1Ioon, which lasts from July to mid-september. The period mid-September
to October constitutes the post-monsoon or the transition period.

Temperature.~ There is no meterological observatory in the district
for recording observations for other weather elements. He~ce, the descrip-
tion that follows is b:lsed on records of observatori~s in the neighbouring
districts experiencing similar clim'lte. Temperatures start risjng rapidly from
March, when the mean daily maximum temperature is above 309C, compare~
with that of about 25° C in F~bruary; and the minimum temperatl}re at about
14°C compared to the temperature as low as 8°C in February. By May, the
mean m'lximum temperature reaches 41°C, remaining more or less steady
till June by which time the minimum also rises to 28°C. May and June con-
~titute the hottest p:lrt of the year. The maximum temperature may occa-
sianally exceed 48°C on individual days during ~he period. Hot, scorching,
and dust-laden winds which blow from acro~~ the Rajasthan desert add to
discomfort. With the onset of the m')nsoon, day temperatures. faltappreeiably

-.:_~ -to .f9t :d~taUUbol1t pisc!ct,i!t~e'~ -!l\e gistrict, ~apter oq 'A~icult""re aqd
Inisa~ioqtIltll:¥ : :~ J:lrt"erre<i t~. :



in July and range between 36°C to 38°C till September.' 'B'llt nights
continue t<;>,remajn oppressively_ warnI, with the mean minimum.t~J!lperature
around 27°Ctilr ' A1!gust~In late September, night te~peratures drop ·to 240C
due to tJ'le clearing of skies with,the withdrawal of the monsoon. The·tem-
perature thenbegins to fall, rapidly and winter conditions set in'N.ovemb~.
December toJanuary is the coldest period of the year when the meap.,mi-ni-
mum temperature is 50 to 60 Cwith the mean maximum temperature around
22°C. In winter cold wave~ in the wake of western disturbances affect the
district, , causing temperatures tp.fall steeply., During severe c<;lld,~av~s, the
minimum temperature of 2° to4°C below the freezing poi~t may occasionally
be reached. ,Even in February minimum temperature may occasionally d1"op
below 0°<;;., Frost occurs~u~der these:eonditions .. , .." -

Humidity.-In the mon'soon' season, the rdative humidity is hig~,
about 70 per cent in the morning and 50-60 per cent in theafter noons. Humi-
dity is also high in the morning during December-February. It is dry for the
rest ofthe year. Summer is the driest season when the relative humidity drops
to about 25 per cent in the aftenioon. ' ' ' , "

Rainfall.-Records , of rainfall are available for 4 stations in the <lis-
trict. Details of rainfall at these stations and for the district as a whole are

'.I- •

,given in Table I of Appendix. The average annual rainfall OVerthe district
is 382.2 mm. Rainfall generally increases from north-west to south-east, vary-
ing from apout 280 mm inthe north_west to 480 mm in the south-east. About
75 per cent of the annual rainfall is received during the monsoon months;
while about 10 per cent is accounted for in the pre-monsoon month'of Jun~.
July and August constitute the rainiest period when about 60 per cent of th.e
annml rain is received.' Winter rains during January to March, occurring in
association with the 'passing western'disturbances, though smaII in' amount;-
hardly 10 per cent-are of considerable economic importance. Variat{op.:~n
rainfaII fr om year to year·is considerable. Over a long period ofyears,a~nttal
rainfaII may be less than 80 per cent of the normal in 25 per cent ofthe"yeats.

, . . r * ~."

Also, ascan be seen from Table I of Appendix, rainfaII at i:ndividual £h:c'es
can beaO;1Uch as twice the' normal in one year and as low as half of it 6r even
lower in another. On individual,days; rainfaIl varies widely. ThIs ibiIusir~t~
ed by the fact that the heaviest' rainf<iIIrecorded at any'st~tion in:the'dislrldi
was 205·7 mm at Bhiwani on August 9, 1972, which was alniost :50' 'pe~c~iii :
of the annual normal rainfall. .:., " , ,... :. \"' .·f:: . ..:~,,:::

;'.'; ,.The' ~Y.eragenWJ?berof rainy df!ys'.(i.e~days with rairifa:ll 'of~~5 -mm Of
more) in a year is 21 varyin~ frqn about 16 to65 overtlie,distrlcf;i.:'; ';;::r.~',,;:".~:



Clouds.-Skies are moderately to heavily clouded for 10 to 15 days in
July and August, and for about a week dt:ring December to March in Zl-ssocia-
tion with the western disturbances. During the rest of the year, skies are
mostly clear to lightly clouded.

Winds.-Winds are generally light with some strengthening in late
summer and the monsoon season. During the monsoon months, winds are
mostly southwesterly to westerly, with easterlies to southeastel1ies on some
days. In the post monsoon and winter periods, winds veer to northwest or
north, particularly in the afternoon. In summer, winds are mostly confined
between southwest to northwest.

Special Weather Phenomena.-A few of the depressions, originating in
the Bay of Bengal during the monsoon season and moving across the country,
may reach the district and cause wide-spread heavy rain. Dust-storms mostly
occur from April to June and thunder-storms in June to September. Thunder-
storms in winter during December to February often occur in association with
and accompanied by hail. Occasional fog affects the district in the cold
season.



Chapter Ii

Archaeological excavations and'explorations conducted so far inthe
Bhiwani district have revealed an ancient pElst. This' region was first inhabit~
ed by the Chalcolithic agricultural communities at least as early as c. 2400

B.C.l These early settlers of this area (popularly known as 'Sothians' after
the type site in Rajasthan where this culture was first noticed) lived at Mitat-
hal, C!tang, Tigrana, Dadri, Manheru, Mishri, Jhinj~r and Talu2 in small
mud-brick houses with thatched roofs. Their settlements, sO,meof which may
have b~en fortified, comprised about 50 to 100 houses e~ch. They engaged
in agriculture, domesticated cows, bulls, goats, etc., and used wheel-made
p;)ttery painted in bichrome with black and white designs.' They used coppe;,
bronze' and stone implements though these have not been discovered in large
numbers.

Subsequent to the chalco lithic period we find traces ofthe' Hanippan '
or possibly the pre-HarapPEln culture in this area.' the excavation at Mitathala
b~ar out the iIarappan tradition in town planning, arcliitectureand in arts

-allir crafts. Interestingly, their house hoid eq~ipm.ent, toys and ornaments'
w~re made in ch:tracteristic Harappansty1e"; and tlteir pottery was 'a well-
burnt sturdy red ware painted in black withptpal 'leaf, fish, scale, and other
geom~tric designs.'4 It cannot be stated with certainty whether the Harappans
niigrated to this area or their culture w'as 'diffused' to' this area 'or' ~heae~elop-
ment was indigenous and pre-Harapp3.n. Some schoiars holo the histview on
the basis of archaeological evidence., In any ca,se we pnd !he~urvival of the

_ 1. S-uraj Bhan,(i) The Dawn of Civmzation in Haryana, llary-Qfla .-Stlldies in History
and Culture, Kurukshet-ra University, 1968, pp. 1-5.

(ii) Excavations at -Mitathal (Bissar) "1968. Journal iJ/Haryna Studies,' Kllfukshi:tra
Unh·ersity, Vol. L No. I, 1969, pp. 1-15.

(iii) The Sequence and Spr.::ad of Prehistoric Cultures in the l!pper Sarasvati Basin,
Radio Carbon and Indian Archaeology, Bombay, 1973, pp. 252-63. ' '- <'

2. SHak Ram, Archaeology of Rohtak 'and Hissar -Disttids," HaYyafla,' Kurukshetra
University, 1972 (MSS), pp. 90-1. . - ,

3. Suraj Bhan, Excavations at iVfii~thal and Oth'er JiS:plorations' in' the Sutlej- Yamuna
Divide, Kurukshetra University, 1975.-

4. For detailll, see Yadav,.K.€. (Ed.), ,Haryana.,; ,Swdies /n,Histor-y, .imd Culture,
Kurulcshetra University, 1968, pp. 3-4.



Sothi ware side by side with the pr~ominant Harappan ware at Mitathal and
elsewhere.J.. If they migrated, they seem to have merged with the Sothians
existing in the area.

The appearance of the Aryans later on in this area issupported by the
grey ware pottery found from. a few sites in the Bhiwani district.
Archaeological explorations iadicate that the first Aryansettlements were
located in the northern part of the district, the chief centres being Bawani.
Khera, Kanwari, Kungar and Jamalpur,2 and towards south their settle-
ments lay along the banks of the streams Vadhusara (Dohan), Krishnavati
(Kasavati) and Anumati (Nai).3

We cannot say anything about these Aryan settlersof Bhiwanl. Pro-
bably their tribes, obliged to settle in relatively arid area, did not com1riand
any notice in the contemporary literature which for the most part was written
in other fertile and important regions in Haryana. According to a tradition,
Nakula, oile of the five Pandavas, during the course of his digvijaya, fought
against these people and brought them under his sway.' .

After the battle of Mahabharata, the Kuru Kingdom, of which the
Bhiwani territory then formed a part, was divided into three parts: Kurukshetra.
(region between the Sarasvati and the Drishadvati); Kurudesa (Hastinapur
region), and Kuru-Jangala (region between the Kamyaka and the Khandaya).

" I

The Bhiwani territory formed a part of the last division, i.e. Kuru-Jangala
which was ruled by Parikshita from Asandivat (Asandh in Jind)ashis capital.
Parikshita and his son Janmejaya ruled effectively over this region.
But after the reign of Abhipratarin, the successor of Janmej~ya, Kuru-
Jangala met its downfall. As a result, the kingdom was parcelled out
into many small states among which Indraprastha and Isukara( Hisar) were
the most important.1i The Bhiwani area formed a part of the latter state."

With the decline of the Kurus in the course of time many tribes like
Jarttrikas (Jats), Abhiras (Ahirs), Bhadras (Bhadanakas) and Yaudheyas,
flocked into the region. They intermixed and became part,and parcel of ~e
early settlers. This intermixture is believed to have given "the people a singular"

1. Ibid,pp. 34.
2. Silak Ram. Archaeology 01Rohtak and Hissar Districts, Haryana, Kurukshetra

University. 1972 (MSS). ,
3. Bhargava. M.l., Geogrllph)l of the Rigvedic India,1964.pp. 49·50.
4. Mahabharllta. Sabhapllrva, Chap. 35, vs. 4-5.

'.5. Ra,ychaudhari, H.c., PolWcal History of Ancient IndifJ,1953. pp. 44-47.



breadth and energy which made them sturdy agriculturists, cattle breeders and
strong fighters."I. .

Very' little can be stated historically about this region up to the rise
of the. Mauryas. We do not find its mention in the general histories except
for. a brief reference from H.C. Raychaudhari that "Mahapadma Nanda of
Mlg'adha had conquered it."2 Probably some feudatory kings ruled here
until324 B.C., when the Mauryas usurped the region. Unfortunately, we
are ignorant about what happened here during the.Mauryan times. The
punch-marked and uninscribed cast coins3 discovered at Naurangll:bad and
Tosham, indicate that at least the two towns, if not other places, were centres
of trade.

Soon after the fall of the Mauryas (c. 187 B.C.), the Yaudheyas, a
republican tribe, dominated over eastern Punjab (conforming to present
Rlryana) and the adjoining tracts of Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan. A large
number of the Yaudheya coins have been found from Naurangabad4 then
known as Prakritanakanagar, Bhiwani, Tosham, Kanwari, Bawani' Khera and
Dhanana in the Bhiwani district.

It was in the 1st century B.C. that the Indo-Greeks invaded India from
th~ n)rth-w~st. In the struggle that ensued, the Yaudheyas were defeated.
T.le di";;.Jvery of Indo-Greek coins~ from Naurangabad affirms that the Indo-
Greeks ruled over this region though their rule was short-lived. The Indo-
Greeks were replaced by the Kushans during A.D. 1st century. A large number
of KU3han c.oins, and coin-moulds6 of the time of Kanishka and Huvishka,
the powerful Kushan, rulers, have been found from Naurangabad. The
Kushan rule lasted for about 150 years. When their power decayed, the
brave Yaudheyas again asserted their authority and drove them out from
t~eir country.7 ,

,1. Buddha Prakash,Haryana Through the Ages,Kurukshetra, 1969,pp. 10-13.
2. Raychaudhari, H.C., Political History of Ancient India,1953,p. 233.
3. These coins are preserved in an archaeological museum at Jhajjar.
4: r'wo' terracotta seals from Naurangabad bear the following legends :-

(i) Yaudheyanam Jayamantra Dharanam,i.e. seal of the Yaudheya Council deliberat-
ing oc sucn policy as would lead to victory.

(ii) Raipti Yaudheya Janapada Prakritanakanagar,i.e. seal of he Capital city of the
Yaudheyas where high officials lived.
For d~tails about the Yaudheya coins, see Silak Ram,Archaeology of Rohtak and

. Hissar pistricts, Huyana, Kurukshetra UniverSity,1972 (MSS).
S •. Th~ coins are preserved in an archaeological m~seum at Jhajjar.

6. Ibid.
7' Buddha Prakash,Haryana ThroUgh the Ages,Kurukshetra. 1969, p. 14.



The revived Yaudheya rule las:;:d up to A.D. 350 when Samudragttpta,
the great Gupta ruler of Magadha, broutght them under his sway.1 Instead
of annexing their territory, Samudragupta left the Yaudheyas in control of
their r~gion provided they 'carried out his commands by way of paying all
tributes, obeying the orders and offering salutation'.2 This explains why
very few Gupta coins are found in this region.3 The settlements of Nauranga-
bld and Tosham seem to have retained their earlier respectable status during
tbe Gupta period, the former as p:>litical seat and the latter asa religious
centre where two holy tanks and one temple devoted to god Vishnu were built
by one Acharya Som"1trata.4

Nothing is yet known about the subsequent history of this area except
that the existence of a sm"111building built by Prithviraja Chahamana and
known as barahdari or his kachehri,5 on tfte small stone hillock to the north
of Tosham hill, indicates that this area was under the Chahamanas of Delhi
during A.D. 12th century. Prithviraja Chahamana might have established
tms as an outp:>st at Tosham to checkm:tte the foreign invaders from the
north-west and get timely inform"1tion about their advance.

~
Before entering into an account of the region c'om'prising this district

durin~ t',~ mdiev.ll p~riod, it is imp:>rtant to realise the geographical signi-
ficance of its location. There were two routes from across the mDuntainsin
the north-west by which foreign invaders- came to India. The northerrt
route through the Kh,yber Pass followed the ancient Mauryan highway froin'
PJrushp'~r.l to Patliputra. It passed through a more p01iticall-yalive, settled'
and fertile plrt of the Punjab. More often not during the coUrse of IndiaIt
history, this route was followed by invaders during the early winter m'OI1ths
when the rivers of the Punjab were easily fordable. They pa-ssed along the
u)per waters for the additional reasons that Kashmir being isolated by its
mountains, the left flank of the invading armies was safe frourattack. Further-
m:>re the tribe of Khokhar-s, established in,the Salt Range, could not be
depended'upon for safety.

1. Fleet. J.F .•Corpus Inscriptionum lndicarum.Vol. III. p.1.

2. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XXII . p. 35.

3'. Except thirty-three gold coins of Samu,draguptairom Mitathal, no-other coin of
the Guptas has been found. (Silak Ram. 'Rohhk and Hissar Districts Through the Ages'.
Journal of Haryana Studies.Vol. V. Nos. 1-2, 1'973. 1'.5).

4. Fle~t, J.F .•op. cit., Vol. III, pp. 269-70.

5. Hisa'-District and Loharu State Gazetteer (Hisar District), 1915, p.20.



· .: Jheso~hern;l'ou.te-from Khlirasari to Qelhi .pasSed through' Herat,
Kandhar, the Bolan ;Pa~S',.~~n; 'J?akpattan,' Fazilldt, -Abohar , Sirsa, Hansi
and ended at Rohtak within about80 kilom,etre~ of Delhi. It passed through
a less inimical, less fertil~ though a more safe country. For this reason
invaders, even when leading armies through the northern passes, some-
times preferred to cross.the Indus, march through, the Sind Sagar Doab, cross
the stream at Multan and proceed through the Lower ~ari Doab to.cross t~e
SatIuj at Pakpattan. From this place onward, they followed the route describ-
ed above leaving the Rajasthan desert safely on their right flank until they
re.ached withill-about ·80 kilometres of Delhi.

'rh.e successors of Sultan Mahmud of Qhazni,had thrown forward their
~outh~rn frontier to the line of the Satluj by taking Pakpattan (Ajodhan) in
A.D. 1078. This made it possible for the Ghuris, the successors 0f Ghazna-
vids:to get into touch with the Haryana country by both the routes. As the
fruits of this victory at the battle of Tirawari (Tarain or Taraori) in A.D. 1192,
Delhi, Ajmer, Hansi and Sars.uti (Sirsa) fell into the hands of Muhammad
Ghuri. But he appears to have established no settled rule over the tliact of
Hansi (about30 kilometres to the north-west of Bhiwani)1 and Sirsa. In the
anarchy which prevailed, the Jatu clan of Rajputs, an offshoot of the Tunwars,
who appear to have entered the tract from Rajputana (Rajasthan) some time
previously, spread in a southenly direction, rendering probably nQ more than
a nominal submissiol). to the Muslim Kings of Delhi. It was in the reign of
M:uazzam, a Slave King, that the tract was taken under his direct control (A.D.
1254 or 1255) through Ulagh Khan, a high official of the Delhi Court. 2

In 1206, after the death of Shihab-ud-din Ghuri, Qutb-ud-din Aibak
(A.D. 1206-10) sat on the throne of Delhi and laid the foundation of the
Turkish rule in India. In the unstable conditions prevailing under weak nef-
holders, the Jatu chiefs, Sadh and Harpal, brought the tract under their con-
trol, rendering probably no more than a nominal submission to the Delhi
Sultans.3 The former seem to have enjoyed this position until A.D. 1254-55
when the tract was taken under direct control by the Delhi Sultan. Hansi, in
t,his tract, remained for many years the centre for military expeditions launched
b¥ the S,ultans to quell local disturbances or to conquer more territory towards

1. Bhlwani toWll came into prominence in the early 19th century after it was select-
ed as a mandi site in 1817 during the British regime. We, therefore, find no reference to
Bhiwani as sJlch, in history priQl' t~ the }!1th century.

2. Hisar District and Loltaru State Gazetteer(llisar Bistrict),1915, pp. 20-21.

3. Ibid, pp. 20-21, 101.



In A.D. 1398, Timur invaded India. Although his'ro~te front Bh~{tfer
i~ Bikanerlay about50 kilometres to the north" this tract felt.the impact
'of Tlmur's invasion. Along with other territories in the.Hisar-Diyisj<;>).1,itfell
out of the hands of the Sultan in A.D.1408, b~t was later recovered' hy'the
imperial forces under emperor Nasir-ud-din Muhammad Tughluq.lnA.D.
1411, however, it came into the possession of Khizr Khan who subsequently
in A.D. 1414, ascended the throne of Delhi as the first ruler of the Sayyid
dynasty. 'His successors kept their hold intact up to A.D.1450, when
Bahlol Lodi, Governor of Punjab, seized it from Muhammad Shah (A.D.
1445-=50), the last of the Sayyids. The new rulers started a sort,of tribal
oligarchy. The Afghans and others Were invited in large numbers to settle
in the country and zamidaris were granted to them"in ample mei!sure. 'J:he
Bhiwani district along with other adjacent tracts was given to one Muhabbat
Khan as a fief-holder. Unfortunately, this'system did not work properly,
for the Sultanate was not strong to assert itself. The newzailliricfars
proved to be a turbulent element which eventually spelled the JaIl of the
Lodis leaving the field free for the Mughals.2.

B3.bur, the Mughal, launched a fierce attack on India in A.D. 1576.
On reaching the Ghagghar, he learnt that an army was marching' aga:inst
him from Hisar under Hamid Khan, the official in charge of the Hisar
Division. This unnerved Babur for a while. He despatched,his 50n
Humayun with the whole of the right wing of the Mughal army to'neutralise
Hamid'Khan. A stubborn battle was fought near Hisarin which Hamid K)1an
was defeated.3 This victory pleased Babur immensely,-and he gave
Hisar Division (including the present Bhiwani area) to Humayun' as a
reward4 which he controlled until A.D. 1530 when Babur died and he himself

.'.~5

1. iIisar District and Loham State Gazetteer(Hisar District)"1-915, p. 21: " , ",-
2. J3uddha frakasl}, Harrana Through The Ages,p,49., __ ,,'
3. Beveridge, A.S .• Babur Namah(Tr.), pp. 465-66•.

4. Ibid.



ascended the throne of Delhi.

Akbar divided his kingdom into subahs, sirkars an~d mahals .or
parganas. He placed this tract in the central subah of Delhi. The whole of
what is now the Bhiwani district was mostly in sirkar of Hisar Firuza
(principal mahals being Tosham, Seoran and Siwani)l and sirkar of Delhi
(principal mahal being Dadri Taha).-~ The mahals were further sub-divided
into villages which were looked after by muqaddams and panchayats.

With the decline of the Mughal empire, territorial ambitions were let
loose and the royal decreein this area was only heeded if backed by force.
Frequent changes in the ownership of estates were affected either by imperial
orders in favour of loyal nobles or were brought about by powerful local
parties backing their claims with force. The people of Bhiwani, it
seems, acknowledged nobody's rule in those 'times of troubles'. The
Marathas, Jats, Rajputs and Baluchs came and extorted what they could.
There wasno semblance of effective rule.

In 1798, however, a remarkable adventurer appeared on the scene
and subjected the people to his control. This was George Thomas, an
Irishman, who came to India in 1780-81. In return for the forces he was
required to maintain for the Marathas, he was givensome parganas. Before
long, taking advantage of the disturbed conditions of tha\ age, he carved out
for himself an independent principality with Hansi as his headquarters from
where he commanded a circle of 800 vill ages. His territory stretched from
the Ghagghar in the north to Beri in the south and from Maham in the east
to Badhara in the west. The'Irish Raja of Haryana', as he was called, pro-
vided goodgovernment to the people. He divided his territory into 14 par-
ganas, the Bhiwani district having four - Dadri, Bhiwani, Tosham and Siwani.
Each pargana comprised a number of villages as before. Thomas did not
interfere in the affairs of the villagepeople as long as they cared to pay land
revenue to his revenue officials.

George Thomas had to campaign against the Rajputs, Sikhs and
Marathas to retain his territories. Sindhia now became jealous of Thomas's
progress and ordered General M. Perron (Governor of the Ganga Doab) to

1. Abul Fazl, Ain-i-Akhari, Volume II (English translation by H.S. Jarrett, corrected
and further annotated by Sir Jadu-nath Sarkar), 1949,pp. 298-300.

As per Hisar District Gazetteer, 1915,Hisar was one of the eight sirkars of the
Delhi sub:lh and it contained 27 malzals (Hisar being counted as two). Of these, the three
principal mahals falling in the present Bhiwani district were Tosham, 'Sheoram and Swani
(Siwani).

(Hisar District and Laharn State Gazetteer (Hisar District), 1915,pp. 291-93.)
2. Ibid, pp. 291-93.



attack him in 1801. The operations launched by the Marathas incited the
ruler of neighbouring territories, the Sikhs, Jats and Rajputs, to join hands
against their formidable adversary. Thomas was outmatched in numbers I

when the siege of Georgegarh (Jahazgarh in the Jhajjar tahsil of the Rohtak
district) began, but he decided to fight. Betrayed by several of his chief
officers, he proceeded toward s Hansi where he abandoned his claims to power.
He died soon afterwards at Burhanpur while on his wayto Calcutta.

Within two years of the abandonment of his dominion by George
Thomas, the rising power of Sindhia in North India was completely broken
by the British forces under General Lake in the Second Maratha War. The
Bhiwani area, with other. possessions of Sindhia, west of the Yamuna, passed
on to the British East" India Company by the treaty of Surji Arjungaon in
1803.

The British took direct possession of strategic parganas; and barring
the plrganas of Dadri and Loharu, placed the remaining region of central
Haryana under the cnarge ofa Nazim, Mirza I11iasBeg. For services render-
ed during the war, the pargana ofDadri wasgiven injagir to Ismail ,Khan,
the younger son of Nijabat Khan, the founder of th~ Jhajjar State, that of
Loharul to Ahmad Bakhsh Khan.

Ismail Khan and Ahmad Bakhsh Khan seemto have controlled their
respective areas satisfactorily, but neither Ilias Beg nor some of his successors
proved equal to the charge. When, however, Ilias was killed after a short
while (April 1805) by the Bhattis, his place was given to Nawab Bambu Khan~.
The people, however, did not pay any reVenue to the new Nazim as well and
harassed him so much that he left the 'uncomfortable possession' soon after
he received it (1805). Unhappy with the developments, the British appoint-
ed their 'trusted servant' Ahmad Bakhsh Khan of Loharu as Bambu Khan's
successor. Being a man of plenty of guts and unusual intell igence, it was
hoped that the new ruler would overcome the opposition. But what hap-
p~ned actually was quite contrary to these exp~ctations. The new ruler failed
miserably in his job and relinquished the charge of the tract forthwith.
Next came Abdus Samad Khan whose 'personal bravery, local knOWledge,
and influence justifi~d a cC)nfident exp~ctation of success in the establishment
of his authority'. But hop;:s Wereb;:lied once again. In the struggle that



ensu~d, the N1W.lb Was tlie loser: he ~ost his eldest son In the battle of
Bhiwani1 and resigned the grant in~1809 ..t

Now the British approached Raja Bhag Singh of Jind and Bhai Lal
Singh of Kaithal to hold this region since their possessions lay quite close to
it. But to their great disappJintm~nt, b;>th the chiefs declined to accept the
offer. When Nijabat Ali Khan, the Nawab of Jhajjar, saw that nobody was
coming forward to occupy this tract, he offered his services. But the British
did not consider it polit ic to entrust the area to him for the reason that a man
in possession of such a big tract in proximity of Delhi could prove harmful to
them at a time of crisis.3

N0W Lord Minto, the G,:>v~rnor-G~n~ral,advised Seton, the British
Resident at Delhi, to usemili tary strength to crush the turbulent people ofthis
central region consisting of Rohtak, Bhiwani and the eastern part of Hisar.
Consequently, a big force was sent in March 1810under the charge of Gardiner,
Assistant to the Resident at Ddhi. In the beginning, little difficulty attended
the Assistant's proceedings but at Bhiwani they Were checked manfully. The
people gave a very good account of themselves. For two long days they
c.:>ntiilu~d their gallant action and stopp~d the enemy. But on the third
day, they could not m:tintain their pJsition and retreated •.to the town. Since
the B,itish F.>rces wae eqL1ip2~dwith heavy artillery, they breached the walls
of the tow..!. A b10.:>dys ruggle ensu~d. Tne p~ople fought with courage
b..H w~,~ diiv~il blCk ani follow~d into the fort. Tnere were heavy losses,
especially on theIndian side W;10 gave awJ.y about 1,000lives. On the British
side Co!. Bull and eighteen others were kill ed and 120 wounded.-· After the
battle the entire tract was brought under the British control without
any stiff opp.:>sition. It was made a p.1rt of the Rohtak district where it
relniin~d, silent and p~aceful, up to 1857.

Uprising of 1857.-rhe placid waters of Bhiwani were disturbed onCe
again in 185/. Tne Jats, Rlngbars, Pachnadas, R:tjputs, Kasabs and
others rose up en masse and destroyed allvestigesof British rule from the
region. The p~ople of D.:l.dri and Loharu followed suit. The rebellion
in Laharu was so serious that it was only with the help of British
Cavalary that the Nawab restored his authority. The turbulent situation in

1. ,January 1807.

2. Hamilton, Statistical Historical ana Geographical Description of Hindustan, Vol.
I, pp. 4.55-5d; Ro,'ltak District Gazetteer, 1911),p. 2,';} ; Hisar District G..lzetteer, l:JJ-{., p. 32.

3. G;){C)ra;n~llt of Iajia, Foreign p.J/itical Consultatiolls No. 42, D~.;ember 14,1807.

4. Ibid, N). 104, Feb. 6, 1809; Mill, History of India, Vol. VB, pp. 138-39.



the area continu~d up to Septemb~r when General Van Courtland came with a
big force and defeated the people in several actions and established British
order again.

With the end of the Uprising, vengeance of the British started. Hun-
dreds of people were hanged and their villagesburnt. Dadri, which was in the
possession of Nawab Bahadur Jang1, a relative of the Jhajjar Nawab, was
confiscated. It was conferred on Raja Sarup Singh of Jind.2

The Bhiwani area (except Dadri and Loharu) along with the south-
east Punjab, roughiy comprising Haryana, which had hitherto been apart of
the North-Western Province,was tagged to the Punjab vide Government of
India Notification No. 606 of April 13, 1858.3

The neW administration would appear to have decided to treat the
people of the Bhiwani tract with vengeance. They weredenied the fruits
of the developm~nt plans of the Government for many decades. Schools and
collegeswere not op~ned for them and Government jobs, except for recruit-
ment inthe army, were not given to them. In consequence, these people
remained unprogressive in their outlook.

'Growth of political struggle.-The people of Bhiwani and Loharu
suffered in various ways, but did not or to be morel- appropriate, could not
raise even their 1ittle finger against their rlilers. This was, however,not the
case with their counterparts in Dadri. The poor, exploited people of about
50 vill'agesin Dadri, led by their local Chaudharis and Hakim Kasim Ali ,
rose en masse (May 1864), captured police stations, arrestedtheir officers
and proclaimed the end of Raja Raghbir Singh's rule. This was a bold
challenge to the Raja who immediately marched in person at the head of a big
army. His first attack was on Charkhi (May 14), where some1,500 or 2,000
of the reoellious Jats had collected and entrenched themselves.4 They resist-
ed the R~ja to the last. But ultimately, they were defeated and their village

1. Bahadur Jang Khan, Nawab of Bahadurgarh, was at Dadri in May 1857, and
remained tllere until he surrendered to the British like nis cousin, the awab or Jhajjar. He
haa not taken any active part agaInst the British except that he had sent an offering to the
emperor and aaaressedhima letterofpraise. Besides, the rebels 01 Delhi had drawn supplies
from Bahadurgarh. TakiPg all these things into consideration together with his ola age,
it was de.;ided llot to try him for li fe, but to confiscate his possessions. The Nawab was
removed to Lahore where he was givena pension of Rs. 1,000 a month.

(Rohtak District Gazetteer, 1970, pp. 28·29).
2. Phulh ian States Gazetteer (Patiala, Jind and NaMa), 1904, p. 303.
3. For details, seeGovernment of India, Foreign Miscellaneous No. 365,1858; File

R·199 (t'unjlb Archives); Settlement Report of Delhi, p.158; Gliffin L .H., The Rajas of the
Punjab, III /0, VaLlI, pp. 3)J-~'.HL

4, Griffi n, L.H. , The Rajas of the Punjab, 1870, Vol. II, pp. 375-79.



G:)Vernm~nt relief w.Jrk in the suffering villages in that critical hours was

far from satisfactory.l

The Bhiwani peasantry who had been by andlarge loyal to the

G.Jvernm~nt bdor.:: and during the war, reacted now to the shabby treatment
m~ted out to them by the Government after the war. They thought that

the Governm~nt was in fact selfish and dishonest. As a protest against the
Rowlatt Acts, w;lich w.::re p.lssed in 1919 to give more executive powers to the

government to internp~ople without trial, hartals, pr;>test meetings and demon-
strations of public mourning Were held almost in every town of the district~

from April 6 to 19, 1919. Tl1e revolutionary resolutions condemning the

Rowlatt Acts Were p.lssed in mass meetings (April 6, 1919) at Bhiwani.:

The agitation grew mJre forceful. This unn~rved the local as well as

provincial authorities, To control the situation, the former authority let loose

a reign of terror and the latter placed the region under the Prevention of
Seditious Meetings Act, 1907. The leaders were arrested; and military demon-

strations were organized to demoralise the peopL::.4 But, it seems, the

Governm~nt's measures met with li ttle success, and the national minded among

the people of Bhiwani remained active under the local leadership.
'4-

Tne agitation was further intensified when Khilafat ,Movement gained
momentum (1920). Barring a few, the entire Muslim population of the tract
got affected by the neW mJVem~nt. B.lW.lili K 'l:era, Caarl<:hi Dadri and almost

all places where Muslia13 lived took pHt in the agitalion. (; Tue Government

tried its b~st to check it anj orslUisej loyalist p:0p.lganda against the

movement. It had little effect.

Wilen the first m~asureofthe G ::>velllment fail .;d, they took to coercion.

Active Khilafat workers Were rounded up; steps w.:re taken to intimidate

people; and meetings and conferences Were banned. As a result, Khilafat
Movement began to fizzle out in the B-liwani tract. Mahatma Gandhi

launched Non-cooperation Movement (August 1, 191.0). Tne Khilafat here-

after became a Pift of the N.Jn-cooperation Movemeni.

1. F,\r details, see K.C. Yadav, Haryana Mejn Swatantrata ,tndolun, pp. 99-100.
2. HUflter Committee Report Evidence, 191~, ed. V.N. Data (Simla: 197.), Vol. VI,

pp. 300, 34U-6ll,
3. Government of ludia, Home Department Proceediugs, Pol. B., Nos. 94.97, April

4. Government of India, Home D0partment Proc0<:dings, Pol. D., No.1, March
19.20,' Hunter Comnllttee Report, Vol. VI, p. ]01.

5. For details seeGovernment of L1dia, Home D ;partm;,lt Proceedings, Pol. No. 71;
The Tribune, March 23, lY~O.



To boost the morale of their peopl.;, as also to spread the Non-coopera-
tion Movement far and wide, the local leaders organized the First Ambala
Division (Haryana) Confernce at Bhiwani on October 22, 1920. Mahatma
Gandhi was the chief guest at this conference.1 This had a considerable im-
pact on the p~ople of the Bhiwani area. The programme of non-cooperation
became popular in towns and even in villages. Students resolved at Bhiwani
on November 30, 1920, not to attend the school until they were free of the
foreign yoke. ~ The Vaish High School, Bhiwani, was converted into a Free
National School. 3 The boycott of Councils also went side by side.

The British courts Were also boycotted and a rashtriya nyayalaya
(nation'll court) was op;:ned intheir place at Bhiwani in May 1921.4 Many
persons surrendered titles and hon 1rary posts. Simultaneously, the boycot
of foreign cloth and prop:lgation of swadeshi evoked agreat deal of enthusiasm.
The cloth m~rchants of Bhiwani resolved not to import foreign cloth for 6
months.5 A Public meeting was held at Swaraj Katli on August 5, 1921,
where foreign cloth wasburnt in a bonfire.6

To further boost the morale of the people, keep up the tempo and
intensify the m:wem;:nt, the local baders once again invited Mahatma Gandhi
and other nation:ll and provincial leaders to tour the region. Mahatma

"-Gandhi along with some prominent leaders paid a visit to Bhiwani on Feb-
ruary 15, 1921 and addressed a big rural conference. The Government, how-
ever, viewed the situation seriously and took repressive measures. But the
people met the sitmtion heroically and started satyagraha in which Bhiwani
gave the lead (January 2, 1922). TheGovernment arrested prominent persons.
These arrests were followed by mass satyagraha when hundreds of people
courted arrest. 7 The movement Went steadily until it was called off by
Mahatma Gandhi on February 12, 1922.

When Civil Disobedience was launched in 1939, the people of Bhiwani
prepared salt at"Bhiwani on April 20, 1930 in defiance of salt laws.8 Tre
local cloth dealers took a vow not to import foreign cloth.9

1. The Tribune, October 27. 1920; Governm~ntof India, Home Department, Proceed·
ings,Pol. A., Nos. 183-86, December 1920.

2. The Tribune, December 1, 1920.
3. Ibid.
4. Ibid, May 26, 31, 1921.
5. Ibid, May 28, 1922,
6. Ibid, August 5, 1921.
7. The Tribune, January 7, 1922; Jar,uary 25, 1922; Au~st 22, 1922; Snri Ralll

Sharma, Haryana Ka ltihas (Rohtak: 1965), p. 76,
8. The Trihune, April 26, 1930,
9. ' Ibid, April 13, 1930,



DurJag: Wor.1dWar~rr,~~ peopl~ of,BJtiwani rea<;;iedin two ways : the
loya1tstsaad- peaS!1nt~hel1?edt~e ~Qvernm~n.tqy men, money and material;
but-the n5ltionalists opp,osed i~. In response to Mahatma Gandhi's call for
individual satyagraha (October 17, 1940), a few people courted arrest from
this region also. Later on during the Quit India Movement (1942),the arrests
in Bhiwani exceeded a little over· 300 (August 1942-May 1944).1 Besides,
many officers and soldiers from Bhiwani joined the Indian National Army.
Similarly, people-ofLoha.r;uand Dadri took active part in Praja MandaIMove-
ment and pl~yed a vital role in the struggle forfreedom.~

After India achieved independ'ence, the territories of Loharll State
(except 15 villages) and Da-dri area of JcindState were included in the Hisar
and M3.hendragarh distrfcts respectively.3 The new district of Bhiwani
comprising the Dadri" Loharu, Bhiwani and Bawani Khera tahsils with
headquarters at Bhiwani was constituted on December 22, 1972, by vary-ing
the limits of the Mahendragarh and Hisar districts.

The last three decades have witnessed changes in many directions. The
subsequent Chapters will throw light on what developments have been made
in different sp~er~sof activity during this period. We are too near the present
to view the historical importance of these changes.

1. Punjab Fortnightly Reports (August1942 to December 1944); H,ome Department,
PoL August 1942 to December 1944, File 18.

2. K.C. Yadav, Haryana Ka Whas.pp. 172-77.
3. for de~ails, C4apter I 'Gef\eral' Play be referred to,



Population figures for the district as such are not available
from previous censuses. Derived from the data of the 1971 Census the
district had 7,61,953 persons (4,05,117 males and 3,56,836 females). Bhiwani
ranks eighth among the 11 districts of the State. On the basis of the 1961
Census its population was 5,75,870 persons. In the decade 1961-71, there
was an increase of 32.31 per cent.

The population variation in 3 major towns, Bhiwani, Charkhi Dadri
and Loharu, for which census data are available, is shown below since 1901

Percentage
increase(+)

or
decrease (-)

:I-

1901

1911

35,917

31,100 (-) 4,817 (-)13 .41

33,270 (+) 2,170 (+) 6.98

35,866 (+) 2,596 (+) 7.80

43,921 (+) 8,055 (+)22.46

52,183 (+) 8,262 (+)18.81

58,194 (+) 6,011 (+)11.52

73,086 (+) 14,892 (+)25.59

7,009

5}13 (-»),296 (-)18.49

1901

1911

1921

1931.

1941

1951

1961

1971
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1 2

1921 6,582

1931 7,260

1941 8,712

1951 8,795

1961 13,839

1971 19,484

Loharu

1901 2,175

1911 2,343

1921 2,339

1931 2,956

1941 4,023

1951 3,438

1961 4,465

1971 5,579

(+ )869

(+)678

(+)1,452

(+)83

(+)5,044

(+ )5,645

(+)15.21

(+)10.30

(+)20.00

(+) 0.95

(+ )57.35

(+)40.79

(+ )168 (+)7.72

(-)4 (-)0.17

(+ )617 (+)26.38

(+)1,067 (+)36.10

(-)585 {+)14,,54

(+)1,027. (+)29.87

(+)1,114 (+)24.95

The m'ijor pJrtion of the increase in population occurred during the
years 1931-71. The year 1910-11 was marked by ravages of disease and
drought which took a heavy toll of the population by death and immigration.
During 1911-21 occurred the great influenza epidemic of 1918. The decade
1921-31 was generally healthy and resulted in increased population. It ex-
p::tnded faster in 1931-41. The decade 1941-51 witnessed' a shifting of popula-
tion consequent upon the partition of the country in 1947. The Bhiwani town
showed an increase of 18.81 per cent which may be regarded a normal in-
crease for the p~riod. It may be safely assumed that the number of Muslim
emigrants from Bhiwani town almost equalled the number of Hindu immi-
grants. The C1}arkhiDadri town recorded a nominal increase of 0.95 per cent
while there was a decrease of 14.54 per cent in the case of Loharu town. This
means that the number of Muslim emigrants from these towns was more than
the Hindu immigrants. The years 1951-61 were free from disease, and public
health measures taken by the Government reduced the death rate while the
birth rate went up. In Bhiwani, Charkhi Dadri and Loharu the percentage



in~rease in pJp:.llatiQu during this decade was 11.52, 51.31 and 29.&1 respec-
tively. The p.)pulation increase during the decade1961--"':71,may be attributed
to extension in agriculture, irrigation and industrialisation, particularly dur-
ing the second half of the decade, i.e. after the formation of Haryana State.

D~nsity.-For the 1961 Census the number of persons per square kilo-
m~tre in the district was113. The density increased to150 in 1971.1. The
district ranks tenth in density of the districts of Haryana. Tahsil-wise density
in 1971 was :

Density (Population
per square kilo-

metre)

184

141

169

93

The urbln density of the district works out to 5,500 as against the rural
density of1,228. Bhiwani h:ls the highest density of8,Q.58followed by Charkhi
D.ldri (4,320), L:>haru (2,154) and Tosham(1,946).2

Distribution of population.-Tnere are474 villages, 469 inhabited and5
uninhabited. In 1971 the inhabited villages had6,58,765 persons (86.46 per
cent of the total p )pulation). The rem:l.ining 1,03,188 persons (13.54 per cent)
lived in towns.

The average nu;n~er of persons per inhabited village in the district was
1,445. H)w..:ver, the rural p)p'llation could be grouped in different units as
follows3 .-

Number of
villages

Total
population

1. Statistical Abstract of Haryana,1974-75,p. 7.
2. Notified Area Committees were established at Siwani and Bawani Khera in

A~gust 1971 an1 June 1973 respectively. As such these two towns have not been included
in the above description of t~wns which appertains 1971.

3. Statistical Abstract of Haryana,1974-75,p. 11.



BHtWANt DIStRICt GAZETTEE1\:;

2 J'

Between 200 and 499 53 19,895

Between 500 and 999 136 1,02,595

Between 1000 and 1,999 176 2,37,499

Between 2000 and 4,999 71 2,07,245

Between 5000 and 9,999 12 76,459

10,000 and above 1 12,511
----

469 6,58,765

Sex ratio.-In 1971, the district had 881 females per 1,000 males.1

Literacy.-In the 1961 Census the percentage of total literates in the
district works out to 17.2 per cent and of males and females to 27.5 per cent
and 5.4 per cent respectively. There was a marked increase in the number of
literates during 1961-71.

The percentage of literacy rose to 24.4 per cent and that of males and
females to 35.8 and 10.2 per cent respectively. There was a gr.owth of literacy
by 7.2 per cent. In 1971, 42.24 per cent of the urban populationand 21.53
per cent of the rural population was literate as against the literacy ratio of 51
per cent for the urban population and 21.24 per cent for the rural population
for the State as awhole.

The Bhiwani district speaks Hindi in various forms. Haryanvi is the.
main dialect, although there are many variations of it. In the Bhiwani and
Bawani Khera tahsils, people generally speak Haryanvi. In the Loharu
tahsil, Haryanvi is slightly dominated by Bagri dialect as it is influenced by the
neighb:mring State of Rajasthan. In the Dadri tahsil, the dialect of the
people, besides Bagri, has been influenced by Braj dialect due to the visits of the
inhabitants to Braj areas in the past. Kit gaya tha of the Haryanvi dialect, is
pronounced, as kit gaya tho or kit gayo tho in the Dadri area and kathe gayo

tho in the Loharu area. The special tendency of endingwith '0' in the word
tho in place of 'a' in the word tha is a main feature of Bagri influence while
the adoption of 'yo' in the wvrd gayo in place of 'ya' in the word gaya is the



influence of Bcaj dialect. With the eXlhnsion of educational facilities 'and
means of communications, the use of standard forin of Haryanvi dialect is
on the increase.

Immigrants from Pakistan have had little impact on the dialect of this
area, lather they themselves have picked up the IO,caldialect. In govern-
ment offices and edu:::ational institutions Hindi is spoken by the majority.
The D~vnagari script is used, but the businessmen mostly use Mahajani script
(lande) for their accounts books. The Roman script is also found on dis-
play boards of business houses and other institutions in the towns, but this is
not a script of the masses. Urdu is used only by the older people and the
younger generation prefers Hindi and English.

Religions in 1974 were

Religion Number Percentage

8,13,368 94.65z
\.'

35,135 4.00

1,509 ')
~ 1.35

1,77~ J

,8,51,786

HINDus.-They form 94.65 per cent of the total population and pre-
dominate both in rural and urban areas. Most of the Hindus follow tradi-
tional Hindu beliefs and practise Sanatan Dharma. They believe in' Shiva,
Vishnu, Brahma, Rama and Krishna. The Vedas, Upanishads, Ramayana

and Mahabharata are their religious books. Places of worship of Santan
Dharmis are mandirs and shivalas where the idols of gods and goddesses are
kept. Although Hindus believe in various gods and goddesses, they accept
the unity of God and make Him responsible for everything that happens in
this universe. The local deities such as Bhumia or Khera, shrines of Pirs

1. The figures are tentative and subject to change on the availabili ty of actual figures
from the Census Department.

2. It includes 15 per cent Scheduled Castes.



(Muslim saints) and local nlnts are \¥,)rshipp~d including benevolent deities
such as Pitras and Satis by some families. The practice of observingshrad-
dhas in comm~m)ration of dead ancestors is common. These are performed
for 15 days before the commencement ofnauratas. Brahmans are fed on the
tithi (date) on which the ancestor died.Khir, halwa, etc., are given to them.
No m~m'nr of the family takes m~als before the performance ofshraddha.

Shiva.- The religious practices of the Hindus are identical all over
Haryana. Shiva temple or Shivala is found almost in every village and pro-
vides glimpses of old architecture. People visit Shivala, generally on Mon-
days, and worship the deity by pouring milk and water on theLinga (symbol
of the god). The jogis (priests), generally of the Kanphara (pierced ear) class
take the offerings. Gauri Shankar Mandir at Bhiwani and Shankar Bhagwan
M:mdir at Dadri deserve m~ntion.

Rama.-Rama is w.:>rshippedby all Hindus as the incarnation of Vishnu.
The idols of Lord Rama, Lakshaman and Sita are placed in temples known
as Thakurdvaras. Rama is worshipp~d on the occasion of Dussehra when
Ram Lila, the story of theRamayana is staged in various plrts of the district.
Ram Lila keeps the folk-theatre alive.

Krishna.-In the Dldri tahsil the worship of Lord Krishna is wide-
l·

spread. A number of villages like Dwarka, Nandgaon, Gokul and Bindraban
of this tahsil have been nam~d after places connected with his life. Especially,
the Ahirs of this tahsil are Krishna's staunch followers. They used to visit
Mlthura and Vrindaban, the sacred places connected with Lord Krishna, even
in days when there Were no means of communications except carts or camels.
Me>reover the nam~ of Lord Krishna is very dear to every Hindu of the dis-
trict as elsew:lere in the country and tem,les to him are found in villages and
towns of the district.

HIDuman.-Hanuman, the monkey god, is also the object of veneration
after Shiva. There was the custom of creating a Hanuman temple before dig-
ging a w~ll to avert accidents during the construction, especially during the
sinking of the well cylinder, because Hanuman is considered the god of
strength. A diffi:::ult work is started after sayingJai Bajrang Bali. The deity
is worshipp~d on Tuesdays. In the Bhiwani town a big temple is situated out-
side the Hanumln gate, and at DadriHanumanji Ka Bara Mandir is located
in Kikar Blsian Basti. Ane>ther Hanurmn Mandir at Dldri is situated near
Mathura Ghati.



worshipped by women and by children. Some Muslim pirs are also worshipp-
ed, particularly the malevolent type, for it is argued tha~ there can be no harm
.in worshipping them, while they may be troublesome if not propitiated.

Jambha Jee.-The Bishnoi community reveres Jambha Jee and be-
lieves that he was an incarnation of Vishnu. The name Bishnoi seems to be
derived from the worship oftbis god, but theysay that it isderived frem the
29 (bis no) tenets of their creed as prepared by Jambha Jee. Jambha Jee's
main preaching was not to harm animal life and trees. He was also against
all types of intoxicants. The birth anniversary of Jambha Jee is celebrated
by :aishnois in temples dedicated to him and they also worship him at home.
The place of pilgrimage of this saint is at Mokam1 in Rajasthan. The reli-
gious and social practices of Bishnois are different from other Hindus. Their
religious functions are performed by their own priests and not by Brahmans.

Sun god.-This is the god whom the people chiefly delight to honour.
No shrine is ever built to this god, but Sunday is the daysacred to him. The
more pious among his devotees keep tbe fast(barat) in his honour on that day.
This means eating only one meal with one sort of grain and abstaining from
salt. Water is offered towards the sun, and when the devotee first steps out
of doors in the morning he salutes thesun. ~

Bhumia or Khera.-·Bhumia, the god of the homestead or the village
itself, often called Khera, is an important god. Bhumia is worshipped on
Sunday. People light a lamp and offer a cake of bread at the shrine, and
feed Brahmans. This is done twice a year, after the barvests are gathered in,
and also on other occasions. Bhumia is also worshipped at marriages. The
bridegroom, before ·proceeding to the bride's house, takes a round of his
own villageand worships Bhumia, and again worships the god before he enters
bis house along witb his bride. Wben a woman has had a son, she lights
lamps. and affixes with cowdung five culms of the panni grass called bean to
the shrine. So too the first milk of a cow or buffalo is always offered f.)

Bhumia. Women commonly take their cbildren to worship Bhumiaon
Sunday. The Brahmans take the offerings.

Smallpox sisters.-Mata is worshipped for protection against small-
pox. The important shrine of one of the deities is at Dhanana village in the

1. Mokam is a small vill age that lies at a distance of 16 kilometres (from Naukha
malldi in theBikan-er district of R'lj'lsth'ln. Th-evillage has been in existence for more than
five centuries. Twice ayear a fair is held in commemoration of saint Jambha Jee who died
here and was buried. Bishnois from all parts of the country come to pay their homage
to the illustrious founder of their sect. (Bikaner District Gazetteer, 1972,pp. 116,421-22).



Bawani Khera tahsil. Of the seven sisters, Sitla Mata is supposed to be the
greatest and most virulent and is w0t:.sh.ippedhere on 7th of Chaitra which is
called smSatam. Besides this,phag, the day aJter the Holi festival, and any
Monday, especially in Chaitra or Asadha, are favourable days. Children and
women participate in the worship. In spite of the preaching of the Arya
Samaj such worship continues among women.

During an attack of smallpox, no offerings are made, and if the epi-
demic has once seized a village all offerings are discontinued till the disease
has disappeared, otherwise it is believed the evil influence would spread. But,
so long as Mata keeps her hands off?nothing is too good for the goddess, for
she is one of the great dreads of Indian mothers. The dread is based upon
the high incidence of deaths caused by the disease. However, with increased
facilities for vaccination, a material reduction in mortality has been achieved.
Yet people still have undiminshed faith in the smallpox goddess. Sedh Mata,
Basanti Mata, Kali Mai, Gurgaon Wali Mata, Motali Mata and Khelni Malni
Mata are other matas who are also revered.

Gugga Pir.-Gugga or Jahar Pir, though a Muslim, is supposed to be
the greatest of the snake-kings. Gugga is worshipped everywhere. The
9th and 15th of Bhadra, especially the former (considered as Gugga Naumi),
are dedicated to this Pir, and generally the 9th of any~onth and all Mondays
are his days. His shrine usually consists of a. small one-room building with
a minaret at each corner and a grave inside. It is called amari and is mark-
ed bya long bamboo with peacock plumes, a coconut, some coloured threads,
and some hand-pankhas with a blue flag on the top. On the 9th ofBhadra the
Jogis take this fly-flap, known as chhari, round the village to the sound of
deroos and the devotees salute it and offerchurmas. The Balmikis sing devo-
tional songs known as'Pir Ke Solie' in his honour to the accompaniment of
deroos. Beating of deroos is the exclusive privilege of the Balmiki community,
others may take plrt in singing, dancing or simply offercharhawa. It is be-
lieved that the spirit of Gugga temporarily takes abode in the devotee dancer
who proves this fact by beating himself occasionally with a bunch of iron
chains called chabuk. Gugga Pir is also the subject of folk-songs.

The description of fairs in honour of Gugga Pir is given under sub-
head Festivals and Fairs.

Other saints.-Chamars of the district worship Guru Ravidas, a great
saint born at Mandur village near Kashi in Uttar Pradesh. Guru Ravidas was
against the caste system. Temples for his worship have been erected in towns.
The birth anniversary ofth.e guru is celel'~ate~ on thepurnima ofMagh montlI



(February-March). On the occasionjhankies frotp.,the l~(r of: the g:uru are
taken out in procession t9 the accompanimentofJ.Jfzajan, manda]is" sinKing
devotional songs. '. . ~ -' .. ' .'

Balmiki community reVeres Maharishi Balmiki, the composer of the
Ramayana. It is said that from a dacoit he rose to the position of a great saint
poet. His birth anniversary is celebrated with enthusiasm in the month of
October.

Arya Samaj.-The arya samaj has influenced the life of people in the
district especial1y in the Bhiwani tahsil. As stated in theHisar District and

Loharu State Gazetteer (Hisar District),19151; an orphanage was established at
Bhiwani in 1899 by the Arya Samaj. This saved the lives-of some 1,000

children who w~re taught handicrafts in add.ition to reading and writing. The
uplift of Harijans, widow marriage, eradication of illogical and superstitious
beliefs, protection of cows and propagation of Hindi are some of the activities
of the Arya Samaj.

JAINs.-Theyare mostly in Bhiwani, are of the Aggarwal community
who have adopted the Jain faith. They worship Lord Mahavira and the
images of Tirthankaras. They celebrate theparvas, i.e. the festivals connect-
ed with the life of Lord Mahavira and Tirthankaras. Jains abstain from
meat and are. protectors of animal life. "

MusLIMs.-Some Muslim families are in the villages of the Bhiwani and
Loharu tahsils. They have a wel1kept mosque in Loharu where they practice
namaz and celebrate religious festivals.

CHRISTIANs.-Christians, though in small. numbers in the district, start-
ed missionary work in Bhiwani in1887 and the church was organised in1903.
Medical, educational and orp~lanage works were started by the Mission at
Bhiwani. A church was built in the Naya Bazaar, Bhiwani, in1935. The
Christian community gather here on every Sunday for prayer.

SIKHS.-Sikbs, a minority community in the district, have agurdwara
on the Railway Road, Bhiwani, which was built in1930.

The m'lsses generally cling to many traditional superstitions in per-
forming ordinary acts of daily life. Some of the commonly i>r~ctised super-
stitions are listed below



.If a black cat crosses one's path, it is a sign of failure in work. If
some one sneezes, it is a bad omen for going out or beginning a job. A woman
with an empty pitcher, coming from the opposite direction and crossing one's
path, is considered inauspicious. If the pitcher is full of water, it is regarded
as a lucky sign. While going out on an auspicious work, it is generally con-
sidered inauspicious to come across a Brahman or a person carrying a bundle
of firewood.

The astrologer is invariably consulted on evelY important occasion,
e.g. on the birth of a child, for fixing the dates of marriage or any other im-
portant occasion, for proceeding ona distant journey, opening a newshop
or factory, checking favourable stars for love,li tigation, examinations, careers,
etc.

The localtutelary gods and saints are still worshipped by the people,
and educationhas had little influence in weaning away people from such
practice.

Haryana revels in festivals and it is througn them that the spirit of the
community finds expression. The common festivals celebrated by the Hindus
are Holi, Diwali, Teej, Gugga Naumi, Raksha Bandhan, Duss~ra and Janam
Ashtami. Other festivals are Shivratri, Bhaya Duj, Ram Naumi, Satipuja,
Durga Ashtami. Some festivals are celebrated only by women. In this category
fall Karwa Chauth, Nirjla Ekadshi and Hoee. Karwa Chauth is celebrated
for the long life of husband. The principal festivals are celebrated by the
Hindus here as inother parts of the country. It is, therefore, not necessary
to give a detailed accout oftheir observation. Vaisakh Purnima, Kartika
purnima, Krishna Janam Ashtami, Durga Ashtami and Devi Fairs are oflocal
importance.

Vaisakh Purnima and Kartika Purnima.-People from farand near flock
to celebrate these two fairs at Tosham. They take a bath at thesacredkund
at the Tosham hill . About 10,000 pesons attend these fairs. It is said that
there was a great saint who had four or five disciples. Baba Moongi Pa, one-
of the disciplespossessed supernatural powers. After his death a small temple
was raised in his honour and people began to worship him. There are five
kunds(reservoirs)dif ferently named with a pacca tank and dharmsala existing
here. A bath in the kunds(though four of them are filled with earth and are
gry) is considered as sacred as a dip in the Ganga.

:J{ris~!1aJanaplAshtapti.-In the fIaryana re~ion, th~ town pf ~hiwapi



is known as the little Kashi ot India, for its t~niples. Krishna Janam Ashtmi
is celebrated on the 8th of Bhadra (AUgl'st) with great zest. Celebrations in
Gauri Shankar temple start a number of days before· the Janam Ashtmi with
illuminations and other decrorations, exhibition ofjhankis, bhajan-kirtan
andpuja. On this day all other temples in the town are decorated and/lan-

do/as and jhankis are displayed. People from far and near visit Bhiwani to
see the decorated temples. Janam Ashtmi is also celebrated at Charkhi Dadri,
Bond Kalan and Kari Dharni (Dadri tahsil).

Dlllga Ashtmi.-Birth of Durga or Durga Ashtmi fair is also held at
Bhiwani on 8th Badi of Chaitra (March). Durga temples are decorated on this
day. The villagers flock to have darshans of Durgamala. The idol of Durga
is taken out in a decorated chariot and people in thousands follow it in a
procession.

Devi Fairs.-At Devsar (Deosar), about 5 kilometres from Bhiwani, in
the Bhiwani tahsil, a fair is held twice yearly in Chaitra (March-April) and
Asuj (September-October) in honour of Devi. It is said that a Mahajan of
Bhiwani had a dream that if he built a temple for the goddess at Devsar, he
would amass huge profits. Consequently he got a temple erected and a
regular fair began to be held. Another legend says that bad days begot a
rich man. He asked for a boon from the goddess. The later removed his
hardships and he got a temple constructed in her honourt, According to yet
another version, a speaking image of Durga Bhawani riding a tiger appeared
here. This temple of Devi is on a hillock close to the village. About 10,000
persons from adjacent villages attend this fair. Offering of clothes, coconuts
and sweet meats are made. The first hair-cut ceremony of a child is also per-
formed here by believers.

At Pahari, in the Loharu tahsil, two fairs are held, where the object
of veneration is also D~vi. These fairs take place in the months of Chaitra
(March-April) and Asuj (Sep.-October) on a hill at a distance of about 16
kilometres from Loharu. It is said that during the battle of Tarain between
Piithviraja. Chahamana and Muhammad Ghuri, some Rajput soldiers under the
commandof a princess were camping on the hillock. The princess received the
sad news of her husband's death in battle. She lit a funeral pyre and burnt her-
self to death. The people called the princess a goddess, constructed a temple
in her honour and in.;talled an idol. Another version is that:.sometime in
the undated P.lst, somebody imtalled an idol of Durga here which is still
worshipped. About 1O,OO() persons attend this fair. Even persons as far
away as Bumbay·and Calcutta pay a visit to this fair. Offerings of ornaments,
cash and sweetmeat are made.


